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Welcome

Heidi Chu, IILACE President

It is my great pleasure to welcome 
you to the third occasion where the 
International Institute of Law Asso-
ciation Chief Executives (IILACE) 
and Chief Executives of European 
Bar Associations (CEEBA) have met 
jointly. 

It is wonderful to bring together CEOs from around the 
world where we are able to share experiences, information 
and insights. This is particularly true in view of the very 
challenging 18 months that we have all gone through as a 
result of COVID, and this conference will give everybody 
an opportunity to learn and share about how things have 
changed due to COVID. 

I wish you all a great conference.

Merete Smith, CEEBA Chair

It is my privilege to welcome you to 
Europe, on behalf of my colleagues 
from across Europe.

I am very fortunate to have been 
actively involved in both IILACE 
and CEEBA for many years and it is 
wonderful to bring all leaders of the 

legal profession from around the world together here in 
Copenhagen. One of the most significant benefits of this 
conference is the exchange of ideas and experience, not 
only during the actual sessions, but during the breaks, the 
dinners and other social activities that take place around 
the conference. 

Enjoy the opportunity to connect with your colleagues from 
around the world in beautiful Copenhagen.

Conference Hosts: Paul Mollerup and Andrew Hjuler Crichton

We are very pleased, as your hosts, to welcome you to Copenhagen and to 
Denmark. It is indeed very special to have you all here after such a difficult 
18 months where we have all had to cope with a world pandemic. We know 
that you will be part of an excellent conference and we encourage you to, not 
only enjoy the conference, but to really experience our very wonderful city, 
Copenhagen. 

Welcome, everybody. 

Danes rank among the world’s happiest people. In Copenhagen and the beautiful surrounding 
region, you’ll learn why.

Legal Association Chief Executives from around the world will gather in this buzzing capital where 
royal history, modern architecture and loads of culture mix with sustainable living and a mouth-
watering restaurant scene.

This year’s conference will focus on the rule of law at risk, the essential lessons and takeaways from 
the pandemic and a roundtable discussion on gender equality and diversity.
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18:30 Welcome Reception, * Kronprinsessegade 28 · 1306 Copenhagen 
Hosted by the Danish Bar and Law Society

November 1, 2021 

All times below are in Central Europe Time (UTC +1)
All sessions will be held at the offices of the Association of Danish Law Firms 

Vesterbrogade 32, 1620 (*unless otherwise indicated)
Attire: Business attire for the Closing Dinner at Parliament, business casual for all other events

October 31, 2021

DAY 1
The Rule of Law at Risk
Supported by LexisNexis

The focus of Day 1 will be on real and potential threats to 
the rule of law and the importance of preserving an 
independent legal profession as a fundamental component 
of the rule of law. Speakers will provide perspective on the 
importance of the rule of law and how the profession might 
communicate the concept to the public in more effective 
ways.

We will hear from a foremost voice on the subject; author, 
speaker and Former Chief Justice of Canada, Beverley 
McLachlin.  She is the longest-serving Chief Justice in 
Canadian history and the first woman to hold the position. 
She is considered by many to be among the finest legal 
minds in the history of the Supreme Court and 
internationally (1) .
(1) Erb, Marsha C. (Summer 2020). "A Remarkable Journey to the 'Centre Chair'". Judicature. 104 (2).

We will also be joined by Portland, Oregon lawyer, 
Steven T. Wax, author of Kafka Comes to America, a 
book that detailed his representation of Guantanamo 
detainees and the arrest and detention of a Portland 
lawyer wrongly accused of involvement in the Barcelona 
terrorist bombings. Wax’s observations regarding 
departures fromthe rule of law in the post-9/11 context 
may have relevance to more recent events in the U.S. 
Capitol.

We will then be joined by Mr. Sterford Moyo, the 
President of the IBA, and the first lawyer of African 
descent appointed to that position. Promoting and 
protecting the rule of law has been central to Mr. Moyo’s 
priorities as IBA President and he is well-positioned to 
offer an overview of risks to the rule of law around the 
world.

Our Day 1 sessions will also include a panel of CEOs who 
will discuss the respective roles of regulators and bar 
associations in helping to protect and advance the core 
principles of the rule of law. 

Our virtual audience will be able to participate in the sessions marked (+virtual)

8:30 Welcome and Opening Remarks (+virtual)

8:45 Keynote speaker (+virtual)
The Rt. Hon. Beverley McLachlin, former Chief Justice of Canada

9:45 Refreshment Break, Sponsored by The Maryland State Bar Association

10:00 The IBA Perspective on the Rule of Law at Risk (+virtual) 
Sterford Moyo, President, International Bar Association

11:15 LexisNexis Presentation

11:45 Lunch, Sponsored by the German Federal Bar
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12:45 Three Perspectives on the Rule of Law 
            Session Moderated by Don Avison, QC

Ian McDougall, General Counsel – LexisNexis 
“Why are lawyers putting up such a fuss about the Rule of Law?” 

Steven Wax
“Cracks in the Foundation: Lessons from Guantanamo Bay and Beyond.” 

Dr. Hans Petter Graver, President, Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters 
“On Judges When the Rule of Law is Under Attack.”

14:30 Refreshment Break

15:00 Roundtable: Emerging Risks and Implications for Regulators and Associations 

18:00 

Moderated by Helen Hierschbiel

Dinner in the Famed Tivoli Garden* (walking distance) 
Sponsored by Willis Towers Watson

November 2, 2021

DAY 2
The Ultimate Disruption — The Pandemic as 
Proving Ground for Law Association CEOs
Supported by Willis Towers Watson

Who among us could have predicted that our personal and 
professional worlds would be turned upside down so fast 
and for so long? On Day 2 we look at the impact made on 
us by COVID-19, boiled down to the essential lessons and 
takeaways that have tested us as senior managers, as well as 
thought leaders at the head of law associations through one 
of the most challenging periods of our careers.

In the morning, our focus will be internal and 
organizational, emphasizing our core competencies as 
senior staff leaders. To get us started, a panel of four CEOs 
will share their perspectives on the following key aspects 
of their roles by answering the question, “What was the 
indelible lesson I will never forget from the COVID-19 

experience (so far) that has changed how I perform my role 
as CEO in the following areas?”:

• as a manager of staff and the work environment;
• as a navigator of association governance and

volunteer leadership;
• as a service provider to the association’s members; and
• as someone responsible for my own personal well-

being through turbulent times

After the panel, participants will engage in breakout 
discussions wearing the hat of mentors to their future 
successors in the CEO role. Focused on developing useful 
takeaways, groups will develop a “Top 10 List” of their 
pearls of wisdom that they want their “students” to know as 
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Our virtual audience will be able to participate in the sessions marked (+virtual)

8:30 Welcome 

8:45 Lessons Learned — Panel discussion (+virtual)

10:30 Refreshment Break, Sponsored by the Law Society of British Columbia

10:45 Breakout Discussion Groups

Noon Lunch, Sponsored by the Federation of Law Societies of Canada

13:00 Willis Towers Watson Presentation

13:30 The Impact of COVID-19 on the Legal Profession — Panel Discussion 

15:00 Refreshment Break, Sponsored by the Association of Danish Law Firms

15.15 What has Permanently Changed for the Legal Profession Because of the COVID-19 Experience?

16:15 CEEBA AGM

18:00 Closing Dinner at the Danish Parliament - * The Tower (bus provided)
Dinner Presentation: A Conversation with Ken Murphy and Cord Bruegmann: The value of IILACE/
CEEBA membership & life after being a Law Society/Bar Association CEO. (Business attire)

Sponsored by LexisNexis

they look back on their pandemic experiences. 

The afternoon is devoted to the impact of COVID-19 
on the legal profession. How did we act and what did we 
do as bar associations and law societies to help the legal 
profession through the crisis? The first session of the 
afternoon will hear from four colleagues to find out how 
they fared – both with those issues within their control 
and with those outside their control. This discussion is 
followed by a Q&A. As IILACE members we need to be 

forward-looking on behalf of our associations and the legal 
profession. We, therefore, need to look at what has changed 
for the legal profession forever, and what that means for 
our role as law societies and bar associations. During the 
final session of Day 2, our colleagues will give their take on 
the question – if indeed anything has changed forever.

Throughout the day we will emphasize the takeaways: 
What did we learn? What can we do next time?  

Photo by Nick Karvounis on Unsplash
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November 3, 2021

DAY 3
Dancing on the Glass Ceiling — Learning the Steps 
for Success Together     Supported by ASI

Bar associations and law societies can play a fundamental 
role in encouraging their members to adopt and implement 
policies that tackle gender inequality, address unconscious 
and conscious bias, promote flexible working, and improve 
work-life balance that benefits all. These professional 
organizations have the authority, resources, and gravitas to 
catalyze and support changes within their own jurisdictions, 
including training the new generation of lawyers to be aware 
and to actively counter gender inequality at every level and 
in all areas of the profession.

After an introduction by Brenda Grimes, Mia Edwall Insulander 
(tbc) and Merete Smith, all the participants will focus in on 
specific questions and actionable steps in small group 
discussions. The groups will report back to the full conference 
meeting. 

The keynote speaker is Myma Belo-Osagie, who was, until 
recently, Managing Partner at Udo Udoma & Belo-Osagie, a law 
firm in Lagos, Nigeria. She will talk about women in the legal 
profession – what can bar associations and law societies do to 
promote women in law and help them succeed in practice

Our virtual audience will be able to participate in the sessions marked (+virtual)

8:30 Welcome (+virtual)

8:45 IILACE AGM (+virtual)

9:30 Dancing on the Glass Ceiling – Panel Discussion (+virtual)

10:45 Refreshment Break, Sponsored by the Association of Danish Law Firms 

11:45 Keynote: Women in the Legal Profession (+virtual)
Myma Belo-Osagie

12:45 Closing Remarks & Take-out Lunch
Sponsored by Netherlands Order of Advocates

14:00 Departure for Post-Conference Trip 
(Pre-registration required)

Photo by Nick Karvounis on Unsplash

REGISTER AT  www.iilace.org

Full conference: $975 USD
Fee includes all meetings and sessions, reception on Sunday, dinners on Monday and Tuesday, and Wednesday 
lunch.

Guest: $500 USD 
Fee includes reception on Sunday, dinners on Monday and Tuesday, and Wednesday lunch.

11:00 Introduction and breakout sessions, con't (+virtual)

9:10 ASI Presentation (+virtual)

https://events.myconferencesuite.com/IILACE_2021_Conference_-_Copenhagen/reg/landing
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HOTELS
Comfort Hotel Vesterbro
Vesterbrogade 23 - 29, 1620 Copenhagen
www.choice.dk

The Comfort Hotel Vesterbro enjoys a prime location in Copenhagen’s cool Vesterbro district, just 400 metres from Copen-
hagen Central Station & Tivoli. The city’s many bars, restaurants and shops are just a stone’s throw from the hotel. There is 
free internet access throughout the hotel.

IILACE rates:
Superior double for sole use for DKK 1045 ($166 USD) per room/night 
Superior double for double use for DKK 1095 ($174 USD) per room/night 
The rates incl. breakfast and VAT.

To book, please email with the following information: 
groups.vesterbro@choice.dk
Booking code: 3032GR025122

Name (first and last name)  Dates (check-in and check-out) Type of room (single or double room)

Call to securely provide a credit card: +45 33 78 80 00

Villa Copenhagen
Tietgensgade 35-39, 1704 Copenhagen
https://www.villacph.com

Carrying on the history of the Central Post & Telegraph Head Office dating back to 1912, Villa Copenhagen is a new social 
scene in Copenhagen, allowing the past, present and future to come together in an inspiring and playful ambience. By 
honouring the ethos of the old charming Europe expressed in our architectural heritage coupled with a contemporary and 
vibrant setting, we promise our visitors - locals as well as overseas - an exquisite experience for all senses.

IILACE rates:
Standard Room DKK 1395 ($222 USD) single use 
Standard Room DKK 1595 ($253 USD) double use
The rates incl. breakfast and VAT.

To book, please email with the follwing information: 
reservation@villacph.com
Booking code: 3035GR004272 
Name (first and last name)  Dates (check-in and check-out) Type of room (single or double room)

Call to securely provide a credit card: +45 78 73 00 00

https://www.nordicchoicehotels.dk/comfort-hotel/comfort-hotel-vesterbro/
mailto:groups.vesterbro%40choice.dk?subject=
https://villacopenhagen.com
mailto:reservation%40villacph.com?subject=
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Post-Conference Tour
Join us for a fabulous post-conference trip where you will experience some of the hidden 

treasures of Zealand — the “main island” of Denmark, where Copenhagen is located.

Hotel Frederiksminde. Photo: Pederoland, Wikimedia Commons

Gisselfeld. Photo: Stig Nygaard, Wikimedia Commons

ARKEN Museum of Modern Art. Photo: Torben Petersen

Forest Tower. Photo: Stig Nygaard, Wikimedia Commons

Wednesday afternoon we set off for a visit to the modern art 
museum called Arken, “The Ark”, which is itself a fascinating 
piece of architecture located on a beach South of Copenhagen. 
The museum was devised a generation ago on the basis that 
the working-class community living South of Copenhagen also 
deserved a proper museum of modern art. And that they got!

Leaving Arken we continue South to the quaint little town 
of Præstø (Priest Island) and the lovely Inn and Hotel called 
Frederiksminde where we will have an exquisite dinner and stay 
overnight.

On the Thursday morning we move at a leisurely pace to the 
Forest Tower — another unique piece of architecture located in 
the woods from which we will hopefully get a splendid view of 
the Danish landscape. The Forest Tower has been short listed for 
the European Union’s Architecture Award 2022, the Mies van 
der Rohe Award, and it is one of the top 100 places in the World 
to visit, according to Time Magazine. We are in the vicinity of 
numerous Danish Castles, and we will proceed to visit one of 
them to get a flavour of historical Denmark. We will get a unique 
and exclusive tour of the castle called Gisselfeld, one of the 
largest — and best run — castle estates in Denmark, followed by 
a lunch at the castle itself, before we set off towards Copenhagen, 
again arriving in downtown Copenhagen or at the Copenhagen 
airport mid-afternoon.

All inclusive: 
Single: $655 USD
Double: $1160 USD

REGISTER AT www.iilace.org

https://www.gisselfeld-kloster.dk
https://uk.arken.dk/about-arken/
https://frederiksminde.com/uk/geography/
https://www.campadventure.dk/en/
https://www.gisselfeld-kloster.dk
https://events.myconferencesuite.com/IILACE_2021_Conference_-_Copenhagen/reg/landing
https://events.myconferencesuite.com/IILACE_2021_Conference_-_Copenhagen/reg/landing



